134. THE FATHERS OF NEW ENGLAND

the stretches of unoccupied land between the
colonies were the hunting-grounds of the Narra-
gansetts of eastern Connecticut and western
Rhode Island, the Pequots of Connecticut, the
Wampanoags of Plymouth and its neighborhood,
the Pennacooks of New Hampshire, and the
Abenaki tribes of Maine. Plague and starvation
had so far weakened the coast Indians before the
arrival of the first colonists that the new settle-
ments had been but little disturbed; but, unfortu-
nately, as the first comers pushed into the interior,
founding new plantations, felling trees, and clearing
the soil, and the trappers and traders invaded the
Indian hunting-grounds, carrying with them fire-
arms and liquor, the Indian menace became serious,.
To meet the Indian peril, all the colonies made
provision for a supply of arms and for the drilling
of the citizen- body in militia companies or train-
bands. But in equipment, discipline, and morale
the fighting force of New England was very im-
perfect. The troops had no uniforms; there was
a very inadequate commissariat; and alarums,
whether by beacon, drum-beat, or discharge of
guns, were slow and unreliable. Weapons were
crude, and the method of handling them was
exceedingly awkward and cumbersome. The pik$